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Abstract

Retrospective and Prospect of the Great Books Seminar
In Being and History

Lee, Won—suk
(Dongguk University)

The liberal arts education center of Dongguk University started the
education on classical literature in 2005. The Classic Seminar, which began in
the following year, was the educational base for the Great Books Seminar.
The university settled the innovative new liberal arts education system 3.0 in
the fall semester of 2013 and Dharma College was established based on the
liberal arts center. From the first semester of 2014, Dharma College held the
Greats Books Seminar consisting of 5 sections and required for students to
take 12 credits in 4 sections. As a result, the Great Books Seminar became the
liberal arts course representing the university. Among them, Seminar in Being
and History, a team project, was the seminar course in which students read,
presented, reviewed, and discussed the five major masterpieces in history and
philosophy according to five themes. One literary work lasted 2.5 weeks.

However, during the operation, the course faced the problems such as the
pressure to operate a strict and ideal course, student’s resistance due to
excessive burden of taking courses, and lack of unity in the teaching method.
Accordingly, Dharma College, in August 2014, announced the standardization
guidelines for Great Books Seminar to unify the teaching method, resolving
student’s dissatisfaction. Maintaining the basics of the original course design,
this was the modified version of the course, which was designed to operate in

practice. From this, the Great Books Seminar secured the foundation and
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greatly contributed to being selected ‘ACE Project’ in 2015.

The course, the Great Books Seminar, was downgraded until 2019 after the
turning point in the fall semester of 2017. Lectures by professors were
expanded, the credit was reduced to 9, required reading book was alleviated to
four, and course operation and evaluation standard was adjusted. Due to the
pandemic of Covid-19, the course had to change the operating system, which
consisted of two operating parts of 6-week lectures in former course and
8-week seminar in the latter. The team project was continued, but the seminar
was divided into two sections, the presentation and review section. In this
process were reflected the characteristics of non-face-to-face class as well as
the burden relief to students.

The evaluation of the Great Books Seminar In Being and History exceeded
the average of common liberal arts classes, developing in the area of core
competency and learning achievement from the fall semester of 2018 to the
spring semester of 2021. In particular, the creative fusion ability promoted in
the seminar was better evaluated. In addition, a variety of tasks of the seminar
were taken into consideration, and at the university level were reviewed
innovative measures such as improving basic academic skill of freshmen and
sophomores, alleviating the teaching burden of faculty, and improving the
faculty condition. In short terms, Great Books Seminar is expected to shrink
in its operation, but the outlook for the seminar is still hopeful and this
depends on the efforts of professors in charge, Dharma College and the

University Authorities.

Keyword « Seminar in Being and History, Great Books Seminar, Dharma College,
Standardization Guideline, Presentation and Review, Evaluation,
Task, Outlook.
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