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I Abstract

Why Rhetoric-Seon?

JON Sung—Gi

(Korea University)

Pierre Hadot (2017) describes Western ancient philosophy as seeking the
‘path to wisdom’ by taking the Sage as its ideal and practicing a ‘mode of life’
called ‘spiritual exercices’ as a method of philosophy, which opens up the
possibility of a Rhetoric-Seon that goes beyond existing rhetoric. Hadot said
that for Western ancient people, philosophy, quite different from today's
general ‘philosophy’, consisted not in the establishment of theoretical
discourse or argumentative system, but rather in reflection and choice on the
way of life, and it was a ‘spiritual exercice’, which involved reflection and
choice on the way of life and training toward the completion of the style of
life one had chosen. This has great implications for Inmun-Seon and its main
field, Rhetoric-Seon, which are trying to revive Wonhyo-Seon before the
advent of Seon-Buddhism, thanks largely to the six paramitas-Seon of the
philosophy of conscience. Today, when ‘undulatory rhetoric’ has been
suppressed to the extent that ‘particulate rhetoric’ has become the ‘default
mode’ of communication, new rhetorical thinking and practice are desperately
needed. The Rhetoric-Seon is a rhetorical attempt to meet the demands of the
times and hopes for a ‘paradigm shift’ in rhetoric. The Rhetoric-Seon, which
has ‘spirituality’ as its core foundation, constantly practices convergence of
‘Hak-mun-sa-byeon-haeng’ exploration of rhetoric and metacognitive

analysis of the six paramitas. As in Eastern and Western ancient philosophy,

f AR (EDRI7E? - 69



the central theme of exploration and practice in Rhetoric-Seon will be
‘wisdom’. It is expected that the exploration and practice of Rhetoric-Seon

will open a new way in rhetoric and even the humanities.
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