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Abstract

Possibility of Travel Literature as Environmental
Humanities

Yoon, Jaewoong

(Dongguk University)

This article is the beginning of a discussion to establish the liberal arts
writing theory that the environmental humanities should aim for. The
peculiarity of this article is that it examines the possibility of constructing a
theory through the case of travel literature. Travel literature as an
environmental humanities is a field where interdisciplinary research is
possible, and writing training that experiences the senses in an integrated way
is possible. In other words, travel literature has strong environmental
humanities characteristics.

Such environmental humanities are humanities of convergence. Ecological
environmental factors are not treated only as materials. It is possible to
creatively design the discourse of environmental humanities that connects
literature and philosophy, literature and history, classical novels and modern
poetry. This article examines the various possibilities of travel literature
through Wolfgang Schivelbusch's “The History of Rail Travel: How
Railroads Changed Time and Space? (1977)”, “The Origin of Japanese Modern
Literature (2010)” by Kojin Karatani and "Books in a Suitcase (2011); by Jeong
Jin-guk. The main points of these books are summarized as follows. ‘How rail
travel changes people’s perceptions’, ‘Landscape is the outer world viewed

by an inner man’, and ‘a new type of biography of travel writers’.



It is also characteristic of this article that the travel experience that I have
experienced is the subject of analysis. My experiences of traveling to Salina
Island in Italy and Pijak in France show a new possibility of a sense of
integration that overcomes visual perception-oriented writing. The discovery
of a sense of unity in Seo Jeong-ju’s prose is also a new aspect of this article.

‘Rediscovery of the landscape’ is a virtue that travel literature as an
environmental humanities should aim for. It is important to experience the
phenomenon of diversification of the senses by mobilizing all five senses.
Efforts to connect the past and present, call out related texts, and deepen and
expand the relationship between nature and people are also important. Travel
literature opens up more possibilities when it enriches each other by linking
experience and imagination, past and present, crossing between adjacent

disciplines and art, and background knowledge and creative ideas.

Keyword - environmental humanities, travel literature, modern humans, sense

of integration, rediscovery of landscapes
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