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Abstract

The Job of Rhetoric is Not to Persuade?

- Aristotle on the Competence of Rhetoric as Such -

Hahn, Seokwhan

(Professor Emeritus, Soongsil University)

It is the task of this article is to deal with the surprising statement of
Aristotle that the job of rhetoric is not to persuade. The key to the question is
where he makes the statement. At the end of Chapter I 1 of the Rhetoric, he
gives a résumé that mainly relates to what has been presented so far. First of
all, the affinity of rhetoric and dialectic as well as the usefulness of rhetoric is
mentioned again, whereupon the statement immediately follows that the job
of rhetoric as such is obviously not to persuade, but that its task is to see in
every case what the persuasive is. The affinity of rhetoric and dialectic relates
to the justification of Aristotle’s rhetoric project and the statement of the goal
of rhetoric as such to the definition of its nature. Both seem to present two
different things, but show one single state of affairs in that they are closely
related to one another.

The definition of the nature of rhetoric has a number of far-reaching
consequences, under which the neutrality and the necessity of the use of
rhetoric fall. The discussion of the questions that are asked regarding the
definition of the nature of rhetoric clearly shows how the competence of

rhetoric is measured and what persuasion in the proper sense is for Aristotle.
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